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The greatest inspirations often present themselves in the most obvious 
places, but at times when you least expect it. This was the case for 
Studio City-based entrepreneur Trish Healy, who was coming out of 

20 years working as an executive in talent management. Change was in the 
air as Trish and her husband Andy began the foster-to-adopt process with 
13-year-old Celia joining their family.

“When we celebrated our first Christmas together, I asked Celia what was 
on her wish list, and two items really hit home,” Trish says. “One was that 
Celia wanted to be adopted, and the second was she wanted to experience her 
first sleepover with her new cousins.”

This simple request turned into an inspiring new business as Trish created 
WonderTent Parties, delivering five-star in-home sleepover and “glamping” 
experiences throughout Los Angeles. Trish’s “ah-ha” moment was met by 
well-intentioned friends questioning why she took such an abrupt turn in 
what seemed to be a successful life. The Melbourne, Australia native, how-
ever, knew her people-driven career prepared her for this step towards creat-
ing a business that would also make many customers joyful in the process. 

No mere event company, WonderTent Parties specializes in one-of-a-kind 
sleepover experiences. They set up adorable individual A-frame tents styled 
with specially-themed accents. Better still, they come back to retrieve every-

thing the next day, making it completely hassle-free for parents. But 
it’s not just child’s play. WonderTent Parties also offers a large out-
door glamping tent, called the “WonderDome,” that’s great for older 
kids and adults, an at-home “GlampOut” experience that can be styled 
for sleepovers or even arranged as a chill space within a larger event. 
Providing an antidote for screen time and social media, WonderTent 
Parties experiences put the emphasis back on making real connections.

“It’s about building those lasting memories,” explains Trish. “I don’t 
think in years to come kids will look back on their lives and remember 
their favorite ‘Snap,’ but they will remember special times like these. 
We create memorable sleepovers that forge real connections between 
friends and families.”

As with all new businesses starting out, the road can be filled with 
doubt and second-guessing. “For young women especially, or anyone 
starting out, the main thing is to believe in yourself and your idea,” she 
continues. “A lot of people told me I was crazy leaving my executive 
job or tried to talk me out of it. But to me, it just felt right. If you think 
you have a great idea, stress test it, interrogate it and then make it hap-
pen. Focus on what you want to achieve and work every day to make 
it happen.” 

Trish adds that to make a concept a reality, as she did with Wonder-
Tent Parties, a budding entrepreneur should be willing to share ideas 
and goals with those she trusts most. As true friends will ultimately 
support your goals and dreams, one should never underestimate the 
power of networking and be willing to learn from others. It is an ongo-
ing life lesson she is passing on to her own daughter.

“I’ve learned that when you start out you have such big goals and 
you soon realize there is so much to do...and it’s all on you,” Trish 
continues. “To really make it a success, you have to give it your all. 
That often means working 16-20 hour days, seven days a week just 
to get it going. It’s been one of the most challenging yet rewarding 
experiences I’ve ever taken. When you see that huge smile on a child’s 
face when they see their SleepOver or SlumberUnder for the first time, 
or you hear from parents about who just adored it, that’s what makes 
it all worth it.”

While lasting memories are a constant goal, another big reason for 
WonderTent Parties’ existence is to give back to the organization that 
brought Trish and her daughter, Celia, together. Through its “Good In-
Tent” program, a portion of the proceeds from every event is donated 
to Kidsave.org, an organization helping older youth in foster care find 
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SUN. JAN. 1
Autry Museum of the American  
West Free Museum Day
@Griffith Park
Ring in the New Year, Western Style,  
with a day at the Autry Museum of the 
American West.
Time: 10am-4pm • Cost: Free
theautry.org

SAT, JAN 5
The Yoga Expo
@Pasadena Convention Center, 300 E. 
Green Street
Return to a mindful state after the holiday 
crush with a full day of over 50 classes 
and workshops for all ages and fitness 
levels offered by local yoga and meditation 
instructors. There will also be live music, a 
marketplace with yoga apparel, supplies, 
and crafts, booths representing different 
philanthropic organizations, and food for sale. 
Time: 10am-6pm • Cost: $35 per adult; $59, 
family pass; free for kids 12 and under 
theyogaexpo.org

SAT & SUN, JAN. 5-6
Bricks L.A.
@ Pasadena Convention Center, 300 E. 
Green Street
Explore over 13,000 square feet of fan built 
models, shop with vendors for sets and unique 
gifts, and let your imagination run wild in the 
play area where everything is awesome, and 
great when the whole family is part of the 
team.Time: Sat, 10am-5pm; Sun, 10am-4pm  
Cost: $5; free for kids 5 and under
bricksla.com

SUN. JAN 6
Oshogatsu Japanese Family Festival
@Japanese American National Museum, 
Downtown L.A.
Ring in the “year of the boar” with boar-
inspired arts and crafts activities, cultural 
experiences, Japanese food, live music, and 
more. The day also includes free admission 
to see the museum’s current exhibits, 
including Kaiju vs Heroes: Mark Nagata’s 
Journey through the World of Japanese Toys, 
Gambatte! Legacy of an Enduring Spirit, and 
Common Ground: The Heart of Community. 
Time: 11am-5pm • Cost: free • janm.org

MON. JAN 21
MLK Free Museum Day
@Los Angeles County Museum of Art
Celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King with a day of immersion in the 
arts, from the regular LACMA exhibits to 
special live folk music and family activities at 
the museum commemorating the holiday.
Time: 10am-5pm • Cost: free
LACMA.org

MON. JAN 21
Free National Park Day
@Throughout California
Treat yourself to the great outdoors and cap 
the long weekend with admission to some 
of America’s greatest national parks located 
in California, including Death Valley, Joshua 
Tree, Yosemite, Sequoia, and Kings Canyon). 
Plan ahead for your road trip as there will be 
more people and less parking than usual.
Time: See website for details • Cost: free
nps.gov/planyourvisit/fee-free-parks.htm

JAN 26-27
The FitExpo Los Angeles
@The Los Angeles Convention Center, 1201 
South Figueroa Street
TheFitExpo is a family-friendly event bringing 
together thousands of fitness enthusiasts 
ranging from bodybuilders to jiu-jitsu and 
karate enthusiasts, personal trainers, group 
exercise instructors, competitive athletes, 
and weekend warriors of all ages. Meet 
inspirational fitness celebrities, discover  
new health and wellness products and 
services, take free fitness classes, savor 
cooking demos, witness live fitness 
competitions, and much more. Time: Sat. 
10am-6pm; Sun. 10am-5pm • Cost: $30, one 
day $45, whole weekend • thefitexpo.com/city/
los-angeles

ONGOING
SATS. THRU  
JANUARY 2019
Storybook Theater’s 
‘Snow White and  
the Seven Dwarfs’ 
@Theater West, 3333 
Cahuenga Boulevard. 
Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it’s a 
return to a favorite 
fairy tale we go! 
The classic story 

of a winsome heroine, a fearless prince, a 
malevolent wicked queen, a poisoned apple, 
and some small, hard-working friends with a 
big hearts return in top form, with the one-of-a-
kind approach of Storybook Theater.
Time: 2pm • Cost: Adults $15; kids $12
theaterwest.org

THRU FEB 3, 2019
Art of Three Faiths: A Torah, a Bible, and a Qur’an
@J. Paul Getty Museum, 1200 Getty Center 
Drive., Los Angeles
Practitioners of Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam have been called people of the bookfor 
their shared belief in the importance of 
the divine word. A recent acquisition of a 
remarkable medieval Torah allows the Getty 
for the first time to represent the three faiths 
through their sacred books. The display 
showcases three manuscripts, each rendered 
in glowing gold and luminous colors on 
parchment: a ninth-century North African 
Qur’an, a fifteenth-century Christian Bible, and 
a rare thirteenth-century Torah from Northern 
Europe. Time: Mon-Thurs 10am–5:30pm;  
Fri-Sat, 10am–9pm • Cost: free (+$15 parking) 
Getty.edu

FRIDAYS
Wine Down Fridays 
@Artisan Cheese and Wine, 12023 Ventura 
Blvd., Studio City. Praise cheeses! While this 
shop’s samples and international selection 
of cheeses for sale has become the stuff of 
legend, Artisan Cheese and Wine does one 
better by addingLIVE JAZZ music to the mix. 
Check the calendar on the shop’s website for 
artist schedule. Time: 7:30-9pm • Cost: $20 
minimum purchase/reservations  
required • artisancheeseandwine.com

JANUARY
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adult mentors and forever families. It was through Kidsave that Trish 
met and connected with Celia. Last December, Celia was officially ad-
opted by Trish and her husband, and all three of them enjoy all that 
living in Studio City and the Sherman Oaks area has to offer.

“We love living here, with so many fun things to do and great places 
to eat,” Trish continues. “We had our very first breakfast together when 
Celia first joined our family at The Granville, and we are regulars at 
Joan’s on Third. There are lots of special places for us here that help 
us grow as a family. We love having dinner together at Shanghai Rose, 
and do it so much the staff know Celia’s order as soon as we enter  
That’s what we love about our area--that real sense of community, and 
we love sharing it with our friends or family who come over from Aus-
tralia to visit.”

When they aren’t creating magic for others, Trish and her family 
love taking in a movie at the ArcLight Cinemas in Sherman Oaks or 
shopping on Ventura Blvd hitting up Barnes and Noble for a new read 
or Urban Outfitters for a new look for Celia. “There’s an ease to living 
here that reminds me a lot of life back home in Australia,” Trish re-
flects, “You get to take your time and just enjoy the moment. We’re all 
big movie lovers, so going out for a meal and movie helps create some 
“us time” and we love talking about the movies together afterwards 
over some ice cream.”

Trish has also introduced Celia to the thrills of travel. The family 
takes mini-getaways to Las Vegas, Portland, and San Francisco, plus 

annual trips back to Australia to reconnect with family and friends. “It’s 
important to know the world is bigger than you...that there’s so much 
more to explore. It’s also a great opportunity for us to create those un-
forgettable memories too.”

As the inspiration for WonderTent Parties. Celia is now also helping 
out with setups. “It’s great to see her taking things on, taking charge 
and giving her input,” Trish notes. “She was the reason for all this in 
the first place, so I’m always checking in with her about new themes 
or experiences and she’s got a great sense of what other kids will love. 
It’s also great to see her coming into her own and gaining in confidence 
and attitude as all teenagers do.”

So what does Celia make of all this? “Hopefully, she gets to see how 
she inspires me, inspired my business, and gets to share in creating this 
magical experience for other people’s special events too,” Trish says, 
beaming. “She’s already planning another SleepOver with her friends 
at the end of the school year to celebrate, so I think she approves.”
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